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	Author-Publisher

Responses 
	Why did you decide to self-publish?
	What type of book, books, artwork, CDs, etc., do you publish?
	 What has been the best part of the experience?
	What is the ONE most important drawback or obstacle in the process of self-publishing?

	What ONE piece of advice would you offer to emerging self-publishers?
	If you had to start all over again, what ONE thing would you do differently?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ann Diamond
Montreal
Web Sites:
www.anndiamond.net 
www.Lulu.com

	I had written a book I felt was important—it had certainly changed my life and I felt it could reach others who had lived through the same sort of childhood drama. The subject matter —secret experiments on children done in Canada—was seen as frightening, off-limits. A friend suggested I self-publish, and another friend told me about Lulu.com where I could produce and sell my book with no set-up fee, no restrictions or obligations. So I went for it.
	I publish my own books—fiction and non-fiction.
	The best part as been learning the lessons that come from being the one making the decisions, being in control of the content and appearance of the book, as well as the marketing. Now I understand what publishers go through, the steps they have to take to develop, edit and package a book they can sell.


	Isolation from the mainstream publishing scene, and the benefits that come from having a publisher who represents your work to the media, book reviewers, conference organizers etc.
	Only self-publish if you really feel there is no better alternative, for you, at this time. You also have to believe your product has merit, and a potential audience
	I would be more organized and attentive to detail— which could mean working in a team instead of doing it all myself.

 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barbara Sala
Montreal
Web Site
www.barbaraNaiveart.com
Trafford Publishing
	Because I didn’t want to go on submitting queries and getting rejections.
	Children’s books.
	Seeing the book in print, selling it and getting precious feedback.
	Too expensive. Can not be sold in libraries. No distribution system.
	Try it if you have the means.
	I do not regret having self-published.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Len Richman
Montreal
Llumina Press

Web Site:
www.llumina.com
http://www.invisiblecitiesnetwork.org/tiki-read_article.php?articleId=366

	Previous traditional 'path' to publish proved too tiresome, complicated, disappointing, and frustrating
	So far, memoir stage plays, short fiction and non-fiction hopefully down the road.
	Control to a satisfying degree over one’s work. Able to make some of my own choices in the process, design, and appearance of the book and availability of ordering more copies of the book easily.
	Haven't really figured that out yet, probably lack of "distribution" possibilities that a traditional publisher looks after. Book stores such as Indigo, Chapters etc. hesitate to place one’s book in the store.
	Get a good background and research extensively what the self-publishing companies are offering. Find an experienced person in this area and set up a full meeting of questions, guidance, etc.  E.g. the one workshop with Christina Manolescu was the springboard to my embarking on self-publishing.
	Hmmm, not sure at the moment.  Probably do a little more extensive research with the ins and outs, benefits etc. offered by the company I chose.   Take even more time to complete the process.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Don Bapst

Formerly in Montreal
Web Sites:
www.Lulu.com

http://donbapst.com/danger%40liaisons.com.html
	I decided that it would be a good experience to put together a book myself.
	I write literary fiction. The novel I self-published is called danger@liaisons.com

	Though it's almost impossible to get a self-published book reviewed by the mainstream press, I did manage to get Fugues, a gay francophone magazine in Montreal, to review danger@liaisons.com.  From that review, I got a bit of interest in the book, attracting a translator and a French-language publisher.  The book will be published this year in French by Éditions Popfiction in Montreal.  

Also, just the process of putting together a book (copyediting, layout, covers, barcode, etc.) is a good learning experience to better understand the business.


	Distribution is painfully difficult.  And no large store will take self-published books.  No large press will review them.  Once you self-publish the book, you're expected to prove you can move tons of copies on your own in order for a publisher to take on the title, and moving lots of copies is next to impossible, unless you're working round the clock to sell them... and even so. Unless you have a very specific audience for your book, it's going to be hard without the marketing push of a publisher who has access to all the right channels.

	Don't do it unless you are doing it for the learning experience or unless you know that your subject is so relevant to a very specific target audience that you can personally sell copies on your own
	Get advice from different people on what kind of cover works best. Don't just go with your own taste, but make a cover that will appeal to the most people to really grab attention.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wang-Ching  Liu

Montreal 
NAN-PAT-VIC PUBLISHING

Web Site

http://www.nan-pat-vic-publishing.com

	Self-publishing gives me the opportunity to control everything I intend to do, such as submit my books to win awards, get pay from Access Copyright and sell books via international markets etc.

Of course, I have to spend my own money in doing so.


	I publish books and CDs for students, business people and travelers to learn the Chinese language (Mandarin) in an easy way. They will be able to read, to write and to speak Mandarin in just 1 month.


	In the past 3 years, I have won 6 awards for my 2 books. This encourages me to write better and better books from now on. So, I learn more and more every time I publish a new book.


	The most important obstacle that I have encountered in the process of self-publishing is that I must spend a big sum of money for the work; however, I never know what kind of return I will have in the future.
	He or she must look for a mentor to give him (her) good advice what to do, who to contact and where to register for ISBN numbers, Legal Deposit, Access Copyright, submission of awards etc.


	I would write what the market wants to have (I mean what kind of books readers will buy) rather than what I want to write. At the beginning, most people will write what they like and their experience. Well, this is great! Because they wish to share their experience with others. But, readers won’t spend money to buy the book. They only buy books that arouse their interest and something extraordinary. For example, in general cook books are much easier to sell than novels. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rosa Bergola Montreal 
Feather Press
Web Page
http://www.invisiblecitiesnetwork.org/tiki-read_article.php?articleId=522

	I decided to self-publish because I wanted my work to get out into the public.  I felt an urgency to leave something of myself behind.  I did not want to wait for a publisher to pick up my book; the process would have been too long.
	I published a poetry book, and am open to publish all types of books. I will be looking into publishing CDs.


	The best part of the experience was the whole process, step by step; it really felt like giving birth in a beautiful way.


	Advertising and getting the book out there may be a drawback/challenge but I realize that it is all about how much energy you put into it.  It may be an area where I need more help and more information.


	Take your time, allow yourself to enjoy and savor every moment of every step the first time you go through the process.  Don’t give up when you encounter part of the self-publishing that may be a challenge for you.  The rewards of seeing your book in print outweigh all the struggles or obstacles along the way.


	There isn’t anything I would do differently.  Every step was a learning experience.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NAT Grant
Montreal

POD Llumina Press
Web Site
www.llumina.com

	Thought it would be easier than going the traditional route! 
	Don’t publish any more, but spy thrillers
	Meeting such wonderful people like Christina Manolescu & learning all sorts of new things about the writing & publishing world.
	My own sense of limitation.
	Believe in yourself.
	Think positively.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	David J. Cox
Montreal

Words, Written, Write

www.wordswrittenwrite.com. Amazon.com

http://www.lulu.com/content/753196#

	After trying to get a publisher, the amount of time it took was too much, and I wanted to have the book in my hands.
	Poetry books so far.
	Working with my friend Christina.
	The fact that there is no “PR Machine” helping sell the creations
	Do it and then pursue other avenues of selling
	Perhaps a more neutral cover.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ronald Price
U.K.

3-2 Books
Web Site Active until November 2010 


	Freedom to publish to our niche which do not meet the larger publishers’ criteria
	Sports history
	Working for yourself
	Marketing
	Determine niche and identify possible markets within (e.g. societies, associations).
	Have a larger capital fund to enable an increased throughput of new books.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shaun Fawcett, M.B.A.
Montreal
Final Draft Publishing Tel: 514-989-1698
Web Site:
http://writinghelptools.com

	Because I tried the conventional model and realized that it is highly dysfunctional.


	Non fiction "how-to" books (paperback) and ebooks (pdf). As downloadable ebooks (pdf):

http://writinghelptools.com
As hard copy paperbacks:

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Shaun%20Fawcett

	Using the Online Publishing Model (OPM) allows me to make my entire living online.

http://instantbookwritingkit.com

	It requires ongoing and persistent focus.
	Use the Online Publishing Model (OPM) which allows you to generate income from multiple sources:

http://selfbailoutstrategy.com
	I wouldn't waste any time using the traditional publishing model and would go with the OPM:

http://instantbookwritingkit.com
http://selfbailoutstrategy.com
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